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Cory Blake has been a professional musician and teacher for 
over 20 years. He received a BA in music performance from 
Virginia Commonwealth University where he was a student 
of Jesus Silva, world-renowned Mexican guitarist and protege 
of Andres Segovia. Blake continued studies in composition 
with Alan Blank. He has performed in master classes for, 
among others, David Russell and David Starobin, and was a 
student of the Alexander Technique with Frank Sheldon, di-
rector of the Virginia School of Alexander Technique. 
Blake has played extensively in and around Virginia He has 
performed with the Richmond Symphony, the Pro Arte Guitar 
Ensemble, and the experimental music group Nada Brahma, 
and currently appears with his wife Amy Thompson Blake in 
the flute and guitar duo Thompson and Blake. 
Currently on the faculty of the University of Richmond and 
Virginia Commonwealth University, Blake has composed and 
arranged music for films and commercials, has performed for 
television and National Public Radio, and has given numerous 
workshops and master classes in the Richmond area. 
Baron Tymas picked up the guitar at age 14, at first playing 
blues, rock and R&B by ear. By his senior year in high school 
he had advanced enough to win his school's award for 
excellence in music. Uncertain of a career in music, however, 
he majored in English at Vassar College and Howard 
University. He later taught English at Georgetown Day High 
School and Parkmont School, both in Washington, D.C. During 
his teaching years, he performed, composed, and taught music 
in the Mid-Atlantic region, especially with the reggae band 
Black Sheep and the jazz fusion group Cross Currents. He 
even tried his hand at acting, appearing in the Washington 
production of George C. Wolfe's Spunk, for which he also 
composed and performed music. He eventually returned to 
school, earning a masters in music from Howard University in 
1992. At present, Tymas performs regularly with the 
Richmond-based group F.R.E.N.S., which recently released 
its debut CD, The First Time, on Lifegroove Records. 
Tymas teaches at the University of Richmond, J. Sargeant 
Reynolds Community College, Virginia Union University, and 
Virginia Commonwealth University's Community School of 
the Performing Arts. In addition, he maintains a full roster of 
private students in the Richmond area. 
Kevin Harding is a graduate ofVCU's Jazz Studies Program. 
Before moving to Richmond in 1992 to study jazz, Mr. Harding 
worked as a blues musician in the Boston area, where he 
performed with his own band. He has performed with the 
VCU Jazz Orchestra and with the Great American Music 
Ensemble at the Kennedy Center. His performance with jazz 
violinist, Joe Kennedy, Jr. on last summer's The Guitar and 
Other Strings Series was selected as one of the highlights of 
the 1997 concert year by the Richmond Times-Dispatch. Mr. 
Harding performed last year in Peru under the auspices ofVCU 
and the Instituto Cultural Peruano Norteamericano. He is 
currently on the faculty of the University of Richmond. 
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